
Tryon Palace 
North Carolina’s first state capitol comes to life 
daily with living history programs, exhibits, and 
tours. Open daily, visitors are invited to enjoy the 
Governor’s Palace, historic homes (including the 
Stanly & Dixon homes), and the North Carolina 
History Center. Tickets to the Stanly House and  
New Bern Academy Museum are available here.  
529 South Front St., New Bern, NC. Ticketed.  
www.tryonpalace.org

New Bern Fireman’s Museum
Exhibits depicting North Carolina’s first chartered 
fire company, New Bern’s great fire of 1922, and 
a famous fire horse named Fred. Exhibits also 
include steam pumpers and other early firefighting 
equipment, as well as rare photographs and Civil 
War relics.  
420 Broad St., New Bern. Ticketed.  
www.newbernfiremuseum.com

UPCOMING EVENTS
http://visitnewbern.com/calendar

Stanly House

New Bern National Cemetery

Havelock Tourist and Event Center 

Sketch of Slocum Creek 
Courtesy of the Southern Historical Collection, Wilson Library, 

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Stanly House
When Union forces occupied New Bern during the 
Civil War, the Stanly House briefly served as the first 
headquarters of General Ambrose Burnside. 
Later, the house was used as a convent for the 
Sisters of Mercy, who served as nurses in nearby 
Union hospitals. 
307 George St., New Bern. Ticketed.
(529 South Front St., New Bern). 
www.tryonpalace.org

New Bern National Cemetery
Managed by the National Cemetery Administration, 
this national cemetery is the final resting place for 
many of the Union soldiers and sailors who died in 
New Bern, Beaufort, and Hatteras during the Civil War. 

Established Feb. 1, 1867, the cemetery includes the 
bodies of more than 300 U.S. Colored Troops and  
more than 1,050 unknown soldiers. 
1711 National Ave., New Bern. Free. 
www.nps.gov/nr/travel/national_cemeteries/ 
North_Carolina/New_Bern_National_Cemetery.html

Slocum Creek & the Havelock Tourist 
and Event Center
In the ebb and flow of the War Between the States, 
Havelock changed hands three times. Originally 
invaded and occupied by Union soldiers in March 1862, 
Havelock was recaptured by the Confederate army 
in February 1864 when a South Carolina cavalry 
unit seized and destroyed the Union blockhouse fort 
that stood on the banks of Slocum Creek. After the 
Confederate withdrawal, during which local road 
bridges and railroad trestles were burned, Havelock was 
occupied once more by a company of Union soldiers. 

Visit the Havelock Tourist and Event Center to see a 
heavily-detailed diorama of the Union blockhouse fort 
built under the command of General Ambrose Burnside 
on the banks of Slocum Creek. The Slocum Creek 
Waterfront Park area and Havelock Tourist & Event 
Center are within a few hundred feet of the original  
fort and are available for tours. 
201 Tourist Center Drive, Havelock. Free. 
www.havelockevents.com/exhibits

Craven County Visitor Center
203 South Front Street
New Bern, NC 28563
visitnewbern.com/civilwar
1-800-437-5767
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1st NC 35th USCT Historical Marker
Site where the 1st NC regiment of the U.S. Colored 
Troops formed for the first time. Free.

Greenwood Cemetery
Five men who served in the U.S. Colored Troops 
during the Civil War are buried here, as well as  
James Edward O’Hara, a prominent African 
American legislator of the postwar period. This site 
is New Bern’s second-oldest public cemetery and first 
city-owned cemetery for African Americans.  
Corner of Cypress and Bern streets, New Bern. Free.

Dixon House
Served as a hospital for the 9th Vermont Infantry 
during the Union occupation of New Bern.  
Corner of George and Pollock streets, New Bern. 
Ticketed.

Attmore-Oliver House
The Civil War exhibit in this 1790 home includes a 
map of the New Bern battlefield drawn April 21, 1862, 
showing the locations of all the units of both the 
Union and Confederate forces. Also serves as home 
to the New Bern Historical Society.  
511 Broad Street, New Bern. Free. 

New Bern Battlefield Park
The New Bern Battlefield Park is a historic site that includes more than 30 acres of the original battlefield used 
during the Battle of New Bern, which took place between Union and Confederate forces on March 14, 1862.
New Bern Battlefield Park was acquired from the Civil War Trust in the early 1990s, and since then the New Bern 
Historical Society has worked tirelessly to preserve the site in its natural state and enhance the visitor’s experience. 

Recent projects include the development of a “History Walk” with 35 interpretive panels 
that tell the story of the battle and the impact it had on New Bern, as well as a 

gateway plaza featuring a large concrete map that defines the details of the battle 
and serves as a starting point for guided and self-guided tours. Other points of 
interest at the Battleground include a Visitor’s Center, bridges over wetlands leading 
to the breastworks, and the installation of an 11.5-ton granite monument donated 

by the 26th North Carolina Regiment Reactivated.  
Battlefield Trail, New Bern (just off Hwy 70 near the entrance to Taberna). Free. 

www.newbernhistorical.org

New Bern Academy Museum
The New Bern Academy served as a hospital in the Civil War and is the current location 
for exhibits relating to the Battle of New Bern and the years following New Bern’s Union 
occupation. It’s most popular exhibit, “Face to Face: Civil War Sketches and Stories,” invites 
visitors to experience New Bern’s occupation through the eyes of African Americans, 
Confederates, Union soldiers, and women caught between both North and South.  
The exhibit spans the March 1862 invasion of Burnside’s forces through the devastation 
of the 1864 yellow fever epidemic, and includes a drum recovered from the Battle of  
New Bern. 508 New Street, New Bern. Ticketed. www.tryonpalace.org

Cedar Grove Cemetery
Moss-draped trees blanket one of New Bern’s most historic cemeteries, where hundreds of Confederate veterans 
were buried after the Civil War. Cedar Grove is also the location of a Confederate memorial (pictured left), which  
depicts a statue of a Confederate soldier guarding his fallen comrades. 
Corner of George and Queen streets, New Bern. Free. 
www.newbern-nc.org/departments/parks-recreation/cemet/cemeteries

Setting the Stage
New Bern is one of North Carolina’s most 
historically significant cities. Founded in 
1710, New Bern became North Carolina’s first 
permanent capital in 1770, and although the 
capital eventually moved to Raleigh in 1792, 
New Bern remained a treasure in Eastern North 
Carolina and throughout the South. This proved 
to be especially true during the Civil War, when 
the major port and trading center was captured 
and occupied by a large Union army after a fierce 
battle on March 14, 1862. Known today as the 
Battle of New Bern, this campaign, led by General 
Ambrose Burnside, made New Bern one of the 
first cities in the South to fall to the Union.

Northern officers established 
headquarters in homes and 
mansions in the area, where 

they remained as occupiers 
throughout the remainder 
of the war. New Bern 
also became the home 
to hospitals for Union 
soldiers and provided 
the rallying point for 

North Carolina’s first 
regiment of U.S. Colored 
Troops. Despite several 
unsuccessful attempts by 
the Confederate army to 

retake the city, New Bern 
managed to survive the 

Civil War with minimal 
physical damage. Today, 
that means countless 
Civil War landmarks, 
buildings, and artifacts 
are still intact for 
history lovers  
to enjoy.
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