The one-block area known as Academy Green,
located at the corner of New and Hancock Streets,
represents the many architectural periods of New
Bern's historical homes. Here are some brief notes
on styles, and the years they represented:

ARCHITECTURAL
WALKING TOUR

GEORGIAN 1750-1790
Characterized by proportion and balance. Usually built
of brick and stone. Common features are a hipped roof,
chimneys on both sides of the house, a stone parapet
surrounding the roof, a portico in the middle of the roof with
a ring window in the small six-panel sash windows and/or
dormer windows in the upper floors, and larger windows
with 9/12 panes on the main floors.

NEW BERN ACADEMY MUSEUM | 508 New Street
Begin your tour at the New Bern Academy Museum
at the corner of Hancock and New Streets. This
building is from the Federal period, built 1806-1810
to replace the original wooden structure that burned.
The building was funded by private subscription.
OLD METHODIST PARSONAGE | 507 New Street
Directly behind you is the Old Methodist Parsonage,
507 New Street, circa 1810/ 1820. In 1826, this
Federal-period structure was owned by John
Carruthers Stanly. It served as a parsonage in 1841
when the Methodist Church purchased the lot.
CUTTING-ALLEN HOUSE | 518 New Street
Facing the academy, turn left and begin walking
to the Cutting-Allen House, 518 New Street, circa
1793. This Georgian to Federal-style structure was
enlarged in 1856 and moved from Broad Street in
1980 to save it from demolition. Mrs. Cutting inherited
the house after the death of her husband. A ballroom
was added to the rear of this house in 1856.

FEDERAL (OR NEOCLASSICAL) 1790-1840
Associated with the early Republic. These buildings are
generally large, brick, square, with a fan-type window over
the front door. The windows are aligned horizontally and
vertically in symmetrical rows, usually five-ranked on the
front facade.

GREEK REVIVAL (ANTEBELLUM,
GOTHIC REVIVAL) 1840-1862
Influenced by Greece's Parthenon, it reflects a passion for
antiquity. Features include pedimented gable; symmetrical
shape; heavy cornice; and bold, simple moldings. Many
houses also have an entry porch with columns, decorative
pilasters, and narrow windows around the front door.

ITALIANATE 1840-1862
Popularized as an alternative to Gothic or Greek Revival
styles. It is distinctive by its exaggeration of many Italian
Renaissance characteristics: emphatic eaves supported by
decorative wood corbels, low-pitched roofs (or even flat
roofs), and often a tower.

VICTORIAN 1865-FORWARD
Named for Queen Victoria, it originated as simple with two
stories or more and later became more elaborate featuring:
turrets, bay windows, overhangs, towers, irregular rooflines,
decorative brackets, panels, multiple gables, wrap-around
porches, turned columns, decorative brackets, & multiple colors.

FOUR-SQUARE (OR BUNGALOW) 1910-FORWARD
Typically these houses have four rooms on each floor, the
doors and windows are asymmetrical, and have two to
two-and-one-half floors.
Also, note that a gambrel roof is one with two slopes on
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each of its two sides; a gable roof is a ridged roof forming
a gable at one end or both sides.

HAWKS HOUSE | 517 New Street
Across the street is the Hawks House, 517 New Street, circa
1760-1769, enlarged 1810 (the right side of the house is
original). This Georgian-style structure was moved in 1975
from Hancock Street; it is one of New Bern's few surviving
gambrel-roofed houses. The form of the surviving original
western chimney (three-in-one common-bond brickwork with
double-paved shoulders) is unique in the city and only one of
three in Craven County. Francis Hawks, the Customs Collector at
the port of New Bern, bought the house in 1831.
PALMER-TISDALE HOUSE | 520 New Street
Continue on New Street to the Palmer-Tisdale House, 520
New Street, circa 1767. The house is Georgian-style and
remodeled in 1800. The eastern side (facing New Bern
Academy) is the oldest part of the house. It has a brickfloored basement with two rooms at each end. Each room
has a large cooking fireplace; near the east fireplace are the
remains of the original bake oven. Mr. Palmer moved to New
Bern to become justice of the peace. William Tisdale bought
the house in 1776.
CLARK HOUSE | 419 Metcalf Street
At the corner of New and Metcalf is the Clark House, 419
Metcalf Street, circa 1800. This Federal-period house is
distinguished from New Bern's other gambrel roofs by an
uncommon plan, small size, and extremely steep roofline.
Elijah Clark inherited the property and built the house.
JONES HOUSE | 508 Metcalf Street
Turn right onto Metcalf Street, on your right is the Jones
House, 508 Metcalf Street, circa 1914. Combining simple
Colonial Revival detailing with elements of the bungalow
style, this house is one of the best-preserved examples of
the four-square form popular in New Bern from 1910-1930.
Its three-bay facade displays the asymmetrical fenestration
common to many houses of this type, reflecting four-room
plan width.

OLD LIBRARY HOUSE | 517 Johnson Street
Continuing on your right is the Old Library House, 517
Johnson Street, circa 1850. This Greek Revival/Italianate style
house has been moved twice, 1904 and 1984. The house has
nineteenth-century Eastlake stenciling on the walls of several
rooms. It was originally New Bern's public library from 1912-1935.
COOR-COOK HOUSE | 521 Hancock Street
Continue to Hancock Street and turn right to the Coor-Cook
House, 521 Hancock Street, circa 1790. This Greek-revival
house took many years to complete. James Coor, a real estate
developer, and speculator began building the house. In 1822,
Major Cook purchased the house and finished construction.
BELL BUILDING | 517 Hancock Street
Continue on Hancock to the Bell Building, 517 Hancock
Street, circa 1884. Somewhat Italianate in character,
originally called the New Bern Graded School, it was built to
relieve overcrowding at the New Bern Academy. It remained a
school until 1972. After 10 years of remaining vacant, it was
converted into four apartments.
ST. JOHN MASONIC LODGE & THEATRE | 516 Hancock Street
To your left is St. John's Masonic Lodge and Theatre, circa
1801-1809. This outstanding example of federal period
architecture houses the oldest continuously used theatre in
America. The lodge is the third oldest in North Carolina. The
lodge rooms were used as a hospital during the Civil War.
STANLY-BISHOP HOUSE | 501 New Street
Continue to the corner of Hancock and New Streets. The
house on the left is the Stanly-Bishop House, 501 New Street,
circa 1800-1810. This Federal-style house was owned by
John Carruthers Stanly.

SMALLWOOD HOUSE | 510 Metcalf Street
Continue on Metcalf, on your right is the Smallwood House,
510 Metcalf Street, circa 1895. This turn-of-the-century
gable-front house was built about 1895 for John W Smallwood.
Ir was enlivened with a few Victorian embellishments and
enhanced by the addition of a wrap-around porch.
KAFER HOUSES | 514, 516, 518, 520 Metcalf Street
Continue on to the Kafer Houses, 514, 516, 518, 520 Metcalf
Street, circa 1900. Oscar Kafer, a local baker, built these
four homes as rental properties. Houses 514 and 516 have
unusual horizontal flatpanel board wainscoting not usually
seen in New Bern.
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WHITE HOUSE | 519 Johnson Street
Turn right onto Johnson Street and on your right is the White
House, 519 Johnson Street, circa 1890. After removing
plaster, it was revealed that this house was a Victorian
overbuilding of a late Georgian or Federal-period cottage.
After serving in the North Carolina legislature, George White
served two terms in the U.S. Congress in 1896 and 1898. He
is considered to be one of the most influential black legislators
of the nineteenth century.
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